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1 INT. POLI VAULT -- DAY 1

We are in the private vault of the Poli Grappa Distillery.  
A dusty bottle sealed with wax is pulled from a shelf.

This is the Poli CENTOVENTI.  This bottle contains the very 
first batch of grappa distilled by the family.

It is placed in a straw lined crate and two GUARDS push it 
out of the vault on a cart.

START CREDIT SEQUENCE.

2 EXT. TRUCK -- DAY 2

The crate zip along the Italian highway in the back of the 
truck.  The two guards sits beside the crate.

Signs on the highway read "VENEZIA".

3 EXT. DOCK -- DAY 3

The truck pulls up to a dock.  The crate is pulled from the 
back of the truck and carried by the guards onto a small 
cargo boat.

4 EXT. CARGO BOAT -- DAY 4

The cargo boat chugs its way through the Venetian harbor and 
towards the port authority.

5 EXT. VENICE PORT AUTHORITY -- DAY 5

The cargo boat is unloaded of all of its goods. 

The special crate is loaded into a delivery barge by the 
guards.

6 EXT. DELIVERY BARGE, VENICE GRAND CANAL -- DAY 6

The crate bobs up and down on the delivery barge as it floats 
through the grand canal.  

The guards keep a hand on the crate of Centoventi.

7 EXT. GRAPPA SHOP -- DAY 7

The delivery barge pulls up to the grappa shop.

The guards carry the special Centoventi crate into the shop.

Credit sequence ENDS.
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8 INT. GRAPPA SHOP -- CONTINUOUS (DAY) 8

SOPHIA (late 70's), runs the shop.  She greets the guards.

They place the small crate onto the counter.  Sophia 
gracefully lifts the bottle from the crate.  She proudly 
inspects the bottle and hands it over to the guard who places 
the Centoventi in a glass display case.

Sophia is handed a clip board to sign.  They speak in Italian.

NOTE: All lines spoken in Italian will be in italics

SOPHIA
Thank you so much.

GUARD
Our pleasure, ma'am.  You can't be 
too careful with all of the recent 
robberies.

Sophia smiles, hands the clipboard back and the guards exit.

Her assistant, DAVIDE (30's) walks over.  

DAVIDE
Is that it?  The Centoventi?

SOPHIA
Yes, there it is.  On display before 
it joins one hundred other rare 
bottles from around the world on a 
special traveling exhibit.

DAVIDE
Wow, over a hundred years of your 
family's history in that one bottle?  
It must be worth a fortune.

SOPHIA
Our family considers it priceless.

She walks away leaving Davide admiring the dusty bottle.

9 INT. TRAIN -- DAY 9

A dining car sways peacefully, coasting down the track towards 
Venice.  JEFF (early 30's) sips a beer writing a postcard.

He pauses and reads what he's written.

JEFF
Dear Monique...

He makes an edit.
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JEFF (CONT'D)
Dear-EST Monique.  By the time you
read this we will be engaged.  I
know that our trip across Europe
together has not only strengthened
our relationship but has made my
love for you grow...

He thinks for a moment and writes, narrating out loud.

JEFF (CONT'D)
...in ways I couldn't begin to 
imagine.  I can not wait to begin 
this adventure with you... 

He makes an edit.

JEFF (CONT'D)
...CONTINUE this adventure with you 
for the rest of our lives.  With all 
my love, your partner in crime.

He looks at the postcard and pulls a ring from his pocket.

TRAIN CONDUCTOR (O.S.)
Prossima fermata Venezia.  Next stop 
Venice.

Jeff checks his Hamilton watch, puts the ring in his pocket, 
and signs the postcard.

10 INT. TRAIN SLEEPER CABIN -- DAY 10

Jeff enters the cabin. MONIQUE (late 20s) sits watching a 
video on her phone with headphones on.  Her small suitcase 
and backpack are neatly packed and set next to the door.

Jeff snaps a photo of Monique.  She pulls out her headphones.  

MONIQUE
Oh hey! Ciao, siamo quasi li. We are 
almost there.

Moniques phone shows a map and an ETA countdown.  She packs 
her headphone and sees all of Jeff's stuff everywhere.

MONIQUE (CONT'D)
Are you ready?  We'll be there in...

She checks her smart watch.

MONIQUE (CONT'D)
Quattro minuti e... threntadue 
secondi... 
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Jeff looks at her blankly.

MONIQUE (CONT'D)
Four minutes, thirty-two seconds.... 
thirty one seconds... thirty... twenty-
nine...

Jeff cracks a smile.

JEFF
I get it, I get it...

Jeff packs his stuff into his book bag: a Rick Steves guide 
book, a larger film camera, and a deck of cards.  He slips 
his paper map into his pocket.

MONIQUE
I just want you to be ready, this is 
going to be such a great trip!  

JEFF
Vacation.

MONIQUE
You're going to love the- I don't 
want to spoil the surprise. You're 
going to love it.

He pulls his old time hand carried suitcase from the luggage 
rack and places it on the bench, crowding the compartment.  
Monique looks at her watch.

JEFF
You know it bothers me when you just 
stand there and stare at your watch.

MONIQUE
Three minutes and forty-five 
seconds... forty-four seconds... 
forty-three...

JEFF
Ok, ok.  We're on vacation, Mo.

MONIQUE
I know.  Come on, Venice is waiting!

11 EXT. VENICE TRAIN STATION -- DAY 11

The Venice Train station bustles with throngs of people.

A flock of pigeons flutter past as Jeff and Monique walk out 
of the train station and takes it all in.
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MONIQUE
Ahhhhh Venice.

Jeff snaps a photo of Monique.

JEFF
You look beautiful in the Venetian 
light.

12 EXT. VAPORETTO -- DAY 12

Monique and Jeff stand against the railing as the vaporetto 
glides through the grand canal.

Venice unfolds in front of them.  Jeff takes several photos 
as Monique points out the sights.

13 EXT. LA MADDALENA PIAZZA -- DAY 13

Monique and Jeff round a corner and head towards the front 
of La Maddalena church.

JEFF
Ok, this one's for the slide show!  
Say celluloid!

Monique smiles and poses as Jeff snaps a photo.

MONIQUE
Donato?

She waves to a tall Italian who comes up to them and 
introduces himself.  They shake hands and follow Donato around 
the corner.

14 INT. AIRBNB -- DAY 14

Donato opens the door to the apartment.

DONATO
Here we are.  Come in.

JEFF
(to Monique)

This is great!

Jeff pokes around the apartment and walks into the bedroom.

DONATO
Oh here is a bottle of wine for you  
and your husband.

Jeff walks back in just as Donato says 'husband'.
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MONIQUE
Oh we're not married.  

JEFF
What?

Jeff checks his pockets. Holy shit- did this Donato guy just 
blow his plan?

MONIQUE
What?

DONATO
What!

Jeff breaths a sigh of relief as he feels the ring.  

MONIQUE
Grazie per il vino!  Look Jeff, they 
got us some wine.

JEFF
Oh, how sweet.  Thank you.

MONIQUE
Wonderful, thank you.  Grazie mille.

DONATO
Prego.

JEFF
Prego.  I mean gratsi.

Donato corrects his pronunciations.

DONATO
Graz-i-e.

JEFF
Graz-i-e.

MONIQUE
Ciao.

DONATO
Ciao ciao.

Donato exits. They turn towards each other and smile.

JEFF
We made it!  Let the vacation begin.

MONIQUE
Come on, let's check out the bedroom!
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She gives him a wink and slaps his butt as she hurries to 
the bedroom.

JEFF
OK!

He grabs the gifted bottle of wine and rushes in after her.

15 EXT. GRAPPA SHOP -- AFTERNOON 15

Davide stands outside of the grappa shop eating a sandwich.  
His cell phone rings.

DAVIDE
Pronto.

ROBERTO (O.S.)
Is everything set for tonight?

Davide takes a few steps away from the shop to make sure 
Sophia can't hear.

DAVIDE
Yes.  The bottle arrived today.  
Everything is set for tonight.

ROBERTO (O.S.)
Does Sophia know anything?

DAVIDE
She knows nothing.

ROBERTO  (O.S.)
Perfect, make sure everything is 
ready.  I can't screw this up.

DAVIDE
Yes sir.

Roberto hangs up.  Davide finishes his sandwich and heads 
back inside eyeing the Centoventi as he passes.

16 EXT. CALLE -- EVENING 16

Monique leads Jeff on a walk through the streets of Venice.

JEFF
Slow down, you're walking too fast. 

MONIQUE
Ok hurry up though, I don't want you 
to miss it. 

JEFF
Miss what?
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They turn the corner and see a beautiful view of the water, 
the Basilica di Santa Maria della Salute, and the sunset.

MONIQUE
...The sunset!

Jeff enjoys the view as they lean against the railing. 

MONIQUE (CONT'D)
So that is the Basilica di Santa 
Maria della Salute.  And that's the 
old customs house.

JEFF
Look at this view.

She pulls him in and they take a selfie.

MONIQUE
See, I told you that you wouldn't 
want to miss it.  I figure you would 
love the light.

JEFF
You're the best. Ok my turn.

He positions his camera on a nearby trash can, sets the timer, 
and runs back over to Monique. They kiss and the camera snaps.

Jeff runs back over to the camera and checks his exposure.  
He turns and notices Monique leaning against the railing, 
looking beautiful in the sunset light.  He snaps a photo.

Jeff digs out his notebook.  He turns to a page with notes 
titled: "The perfect marriage proposal."  

He starts to sweat.

JEFF (CONT'D)
Venice makes me think a lot about 
time.  It is so old, it's like 
traveling through time...warp. 

MONIQUE
Yeah it says here the first settlement 
was in 400AD.

JEFF
It makes me think of the Henry Van 
Dyke's poem, Time Is.
Time is
Too slow for those who wait,
Too swift for those who fear.
Too long for those who grieve,
Too short for those who rejoice,

(MORE)
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JEFF (CONT'D)
But for those who Love,
Time is not.

Jeff slowly pulls the ring out, begins to pivot and kneel 
when...a loud timer on Monique's smart watch goes off.

MONIQUE
That's because we're behind schedule.

She get's an alert on her phone and checks it.

JEFF
Huh?

She spins and Jeff panics. He slips the ring into his pocket.

MONIQUE
Are you feeling ok?  You look flushed.

Monique puts a hand to his cheek.

MONIQUE (CONT'D)
I hope you didn't catch anything on 
the flight over here.

JEFF
No...uh... I-

MONIQUE
We're literally going to have to run 
through San Marco Square to make our 
dinner reservation.

JEFF
Wait, like actually run?  

MONIQUE
That's what literally means. Come on- 
tag!  You're it!

She tags his arm takes off running.

JEFF
But, we are on vacation!

17 EXT. SAN MARCO SQUARE -- MOMENTS LATER (EVENING) 17

Monique runs through San Marco Square. 

Jeff chases her laughing.

JEFF
Hey, wait up!
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18 INT. RESTAURANT -- NIGHT 18

Jeff and Monique sit at a table in the small restaurant with 
two delicious looking plates of food in front of them.

Monique starts recording video on her phone and cues Jeff 
like a TV camera man: 3, 2, 1 point.  Jeff takes a bit.

MONIQUE
How is it?

JEFF
Amazing!

Monique cuts and digs into her own pasta.

MONIQUE
Oh man, this is amazing!  Here try 
some.

Monique force feeds Jeff.

JEFF
Wow! I don't know which one is better!

MONIQUE
Oh, I got you a little something. 

She puts a small wrapped present on the table and Jeff unwraps 
it.  It is a pocket Italian dictionary.

MONIQUE (CONT'D)
An entire language right in your 
pocket.

JEFF
Aw, thanks babe.  You didn't have to 
do that.

MONIQUE
I know you've been stressed with 
work and I didn't want to pressure 
you to do the audio lessons with me.

Jeff takes another bite and thumbs through his new book.

JEFF
Bene.  Delizioso.

Monique snaps a picture.

MONIQUE
You've got a little something...

Jeff wipes his face.
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